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Ignite Passion for Christ 

 
Many years ago I had a friend who came to my church to preach a 
series of worship services, we called it a revival. One night a family 
had come and they were very vocal during the preaching. They would 
say things like, “Yes preacher”, “tell the truth” and “Preach it brother”. 
My friend stopped and said to those folks, “If you will hush I will 
preach it.” 
 
Needless to say they never came back. Do we create an atmosphere of 
freedom for everyone to worship? Where people can express their 
passion for the Lord? 
 
George Barna in his book “Growing True Disciples” asks the question 
what would happen if we “Ignite people’s passion for God?”  
 
Real passion for God would: 
 

1. Provide loving support 
 
Acts 2: 42 “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” 
 
Experience life together 
 
This includes unselfish love, honest sharing, serving, and sympathy. 
 
In order for real loving support to happen in the church it takes: 
 

• Authentic relationships 
 
Genuine heart to heart sharing. When we get honest and reach 
out to others. Where there is no judgment, no pretense 
 
I John 1:7,8 “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his 
Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we 
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

• Mutual respect 
 
Giving and receiving 
 
I Corinthians 12:25 “So that there should be no division in the 
body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each 
other.” 
 

• Sympathetic hearts 
 
This is not about giving advice or having all the answers, it is 
about being there to help others in time of need. 
 
Galatians 6:2 “Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you 
will fulfill the law of Christ.” 

 
 
 

2. Enjoy worship 
 
John 4 – The Samaritan woman tried to debate Jesus on how to 
worship God. She pointed out time, place, and style. Jesus said 
those things are irrelevant, we are to worship in spirit and in 
truth. 
 
Acts 2: 46, 47 “Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved.” 
 
“praising and enjoying” worship should be fun! 
 
Joyful worship: 
 
Deeply emotional – your spirit responds to God – we are all 
different 
Personal effort – what do you put into worship? 
 
 



3. Make  sacrifices 
 
Acts 2:44, 45 “All the believers were together and had 
everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they 
gave to anyone as he had need.” 
 
Today we hear a lot about capitalism, socialism, and 
communism, let me tell you what Christianity stands for:  
 
“What’s mine is really God’s, but I’m willing to share it 
with you.” 
 
When I look at Horizon Pointe Church it is a church of sacrifice. 
 
Our building 
Our programs – volunteers make it work 
 
Two immediate needs: 
 
Tonight putting together the candy canes and cards – 5:00 pm 
Tables – Special offering on November 23rdth - $2000 
 
 

4. Create  growth 
 
 
Acts 2:47 “Praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. 
And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 
saved.” 
 
The idea in the first century was simple, people looked at 
Christians and thought these people are crazy. But they loved 
each other and that love drew them to Christ. 
 
One of my favorite stories is about a little boy walking the 
streets of Chicago one cold winter night. A man standing in front 
of a church asked the boy where he was going. The little guy 
responded, “I am going to Pastor Moody’s church.” The man 
knew that was way across town, “On such a bad night why are 
you going there?” the man asked. The little man answered, 
“Because they love me there.” 
 

 


