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Christmas Carols Part 2 

“Joy to the World” 
 
 
 
“Joy to the World” was written by Isaac Watts an English Hymn writer 
and published in 1719 and was based on a portion of Psalm 98. 
 
Psalm 98:4-9 “Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into 
jubilant song with music; 5 make music to the LORD with the harp, 
with the harp and the sound of singing, 6 with trumpets and the blast 
of the ram's horn-- shout for joy before the LORD, the King. 7 Let the 
sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 8 
Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy; 
9 let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. He 
will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity. 
 
In the 20th century it was the most published Christmas Carol in North 
America. It has been on several recording artist’s Christmas albums. 
 

• Supremes – 1965 
• Andy Williams – 1974 
• Mariah Carey – 1994 though she actually combined this song 

with the song “Joy to the World” written by Hoyt Axton for Three 
dog Night 

• Charlotte Church – 2000 
• Jonas Brothers – late 2008 

 
This popular song states a simple life desire, joyfulness. 
 
Everyone wants to be happy. However the tough question is: 
 
How do you stay positive in a negative world? 
 
Philippians 4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” 
 
Joy is all about attitude, it’s actually a choice. It is not dependant on 
circumstances. 
 
Romans 5 gives three reasons you can be positive and full of joy. 
 



1. You have hope 
 
We put lights up outside at our house for Christmas. I always turn 
them on in the evening whenever we are going somewhere. When I 
pull up and see the lights, I don’t think about my electric bill, the work 
it took to put them up, or even dreading taking them down. I think 
about the celebration of the season. Jesus came to Earth!!! That’s 
HOPE. 
 
Romans 5:1, 2 “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. 
And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”   
 
It has been said that a person can live for 40 days without food, 3 
days without water, 8 minutes without air, but not 1 minute without 
hope. 
 
Romans 12:12 “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer.”  
 
It’s really important where you find hope. If in the stock market, a job, 
health, or your appearance all will let you down some day. Hope is 
found in Christ alone. 
 

2. God has a purpose 
 
Romans 5:3 “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, 
because we know that suffering produces perseverance.”  
 
Sufferings means distress which comes through: 
 

• Trials 
• Troubles 
• Pressures 
• Problems 

 
Notice Paul says to rejoice “in” our sufferings not because, perspective 
makes all the difference in the world. In your sufferings you can 
rejoice in the Lord, because suffering produces: 
 

• Perseverance – staying strong 
• Character – inner self 
• Hope – assurance of things to come 



3. He is with you 
 
Isaiah 43:2 “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames 
will not set you ablaze.”  
 
You may need this verse soon, because it is saying that as a child of 
God, nothing can overwhelm you. People can’t, circumstances can’t 
and God won’t. This is something to rejoice about! 
 
Romans 5:11 “Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation.” 
 
 
How to develop inner joy: 
 

• Attitude of gratitude – thankful for God, those who have gone 
before you 
 

• By giving – The outpouring of generosity the past week has 
been remarkable 
 

• Through service – Find a place to make an impact 
 

• Sharing Christ with others – who do you know that needs 
Jesus 


