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Dinner with Pigs 

 
There are prodigal children everywhere. Those who choose to walk 
away from God and seek a life of their own doing. Sometimes it is a 
complete crash and other times it is a subtle drift, either way in both 
circumstances a person ends up far from God. The parable of the 
“Prodigal Son” is a story about the character and nature of God. It 
shows us that God is not a one and done God, but a God of second 
chances. 
 
If someone has ever hurt you and your response was “I am done with 
them”, understand that is not the way God deals with you. 
 
II Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 
 
Luke 15:11-24 
 

1. Steps Away From God 
 
The younger son didn’t just wake up one morning in the pig pen. He 
ended up there by making a series of bad choices and taking a series 
of bad steps. Remember, he was always a child of his father, but he 
placed himself in a position where the benefits of his father’s resources 
didn’t help him anymore.  If you can identify these bad steps it may 
help you determine if you need to come back to your Father. 
 

• Restless attitude 
 
Luke 15:12 “The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my 
share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.” 
 
Rather than talking to his father about his struggles, he decided to set 
out on his own to do whatever he wanted.  
 
Restlessness starts when you feel like you are missing out on 
something. Eve in the garden was tempted when she thought she was 
missing out on being like God. 
 



Philippians 4:12, 13 “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what 
it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any 
and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 
plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who gives me 
strength.”  
 
There is an old hymn that says: 
 
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it; prone to leave the God I love. Here’s 
my heart, Lord, take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.”  
 

• Reckless living 
 
Luke 15:13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he 
had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in 
wild living.”  
 
The son had lived under his father’s rules but now he was free to do 
whatever he wanted. The problem is when there are no boundaries we 
tend to go to extreme. 
 
Satan knows exactly how to lure us. 
 
Big Dave loves to fish and his is quite good at it. Why? He knows what 
bait to use. Satan knows what bait to use to harm us. 
 
The Bible teaches that sin is pleasurable for a season, but sin is in 
control. 
 
Romans 6:21 “ What benefit did you reap at that time from the things 
you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death!” 
 

• Ruined life 
 
Luke 15:15 “So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.” 
  
The problem with sin is that it does not satisfy, one thrill leads to a 
greater need for something else. 
 
Galatians 6:7 “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man 
reaps what he sows.” 
 
 



2. Steps to Return to God 
 

• Realization 
 
Have you ever been in a dark room fumbling around trying to find the 
light switch? Once you locate it and flip the switch everything suddenly 
is clear. 
 
David had found himself in great distress. He had committed adultery, 
murder and set a chain of events in to motion that hurt many people. 
 
Psalm 51:17 “My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and 
contrite heart you, God, will not despise.”  
 
The prodigal son sudden had the light turned on. 
 
Luke 15:17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to 
death!” 
 

• Repentance 
 
Confession and repentance are two sides of the same coin. Admitting 
you have done wrong. Asking for forgiveness. 
 
Luke 15:18, 19 “I will set out and go back to my father and say to 
him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired 
servants.” 
 

• Return 
 
When the son left he was walking tall, when he came back he was 
dirty and crawling. 
 
Luke 15:20 “So he got up and went to his father. “But while he was 
still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion 
for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.”  
 
Joel 2:13 “Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the 
LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger 
and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity.”  
 


