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Gotta Be Strong 

Part 2 of 4 
 
I have a friend from seminary who grew up in South Georgia on a 
farm. We became the best of friends, but grew up in two different 
worlds. I am a suburbanite and he is a true country boy. One day he 
was talking about work on the farm when he ask me, “Do you know 
how to lift a 200lb pig?” “No!” He said, “Pick up the pig everyday from 
it’s birth, when it gets to 200lbs you will still be able to lift it.” 
 
What? Moral of this story, is it takes a commitment of time and 
perseverance to be strong.  
 
Today I want to focus on Being Strong in Commitment. 
 
Paul wrote to the churches of Ephesus, and gave them this final 
admonition: 
 
Ephesians 6:10 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 
 
1. Meet with God everyday 
 
Having a quiet time with God: 
 

• Read the Bible 
• Pray 
• Be still 

 
Why?: Guidance 
 
Psalm 25:4 “Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths;”  
 
Often times people ask me how do I get the most out reading the 
Bible? 
 
Martin Luther, 1500’s, German Friar gave this Bible study practice: 
 
After reading the scripture, whether a verse, verses or chapter, look at 
the text with these things in mind: 
 
 



• Teaching – what can I learn from this 
• Thanksgiving – What am I grateful for 
• Confession – Forgiveness  
• Petition – Specific prayer  

  
Jesus in the Garden praying to God 
 
Outcome: 
 

• Impacts your view of life – Peter was angry and had hatred for 
those who arrested Christ, but he spent the rest of his life 
sharing with the same people the love of God.  

 
• Makes you more like God – Taking on the tendencies of the Lord 

 
John 15:7 “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be given you.” 
 
2.  Gather with believers each week 
 
I’ve told you the story of the guy on a plane, who said he loved to 
argue religion. 
 
Why?: 
 
Hebrews 10:25 “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in 
the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more 
as you see the Day approaching.” 
 
Connect with God – express your love to Him 
Connect with others – we need other people in our lives 
 
Last week there was a man who started to come to church but decided 
not to. Early last week he got into a lot of trouble. He sits in the 
Warren County jail and will be going to prison soon for a long time. I 
could not help but wonder if he would have come here might it had 
made a difference? 
 
Outcome: 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:9, 10 “Two are better than one, because they have a 
good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him 
up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!”  
  



3.  Give faithfully 
 

• Time 
• Talent 
• Finances 

 
Why?: 
 
Matthew 6:21 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.”  
 
Never forget Who Is In Charge! 
 

• God is creator! He made all things. 
 
God made you. That makes you special, because God doesn’t make 
junk. 
 

• God is supplier! He has all things. 
 
Everything we have and everything we are belongs to God. He asks us 
to simply manage it. 
 

• God is provider! He gives all things. 
 

• God is owner! He owns all things. 
 
Imagine I stand before the Lord and say God I want to give you 
everything. 
 
Trust and obedience are expressed as we return all to the Lord. 
 
Outcome: 
 
Malachi 3:10 “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, 
"and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out 
so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” 
 
The only place where God says “test me” 
 
 
 


