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Illuminate 

One Life Can Light the World 
Part 1 

 
When I was in seminary I used to ask the guys to share their story of 
how they became a Christian. There was a guy named “Peter” from 
China who told us about becoming a believer and fearing for his life. 
One day while aboard a ship in the Inter-coastal waterway in New 
Orleans he jumped off the ship and swam to the shore. Once the 
police had arrived he proclaimed “Me Christian”. Your story or mine 
may not be as daring as Peter’s but it has the ability to impact others 
just the same. 
 
Illuminate- How your story can change the world. 
 
Learn how to tell your story, tell it well, then influence the people 
around you. 
 
In this series, I want to teach you how to illuminate your faith. 
 
John 9 :1-11 
 
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked 
him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?" 3 "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but 
this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. 4 
As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is 
coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world." 6 Having said this, he spit on the ground, made 
some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. 7 "Go," he 
told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the 
man went and washed, and came home seeing. 8 His neighbors and 
those who had formerly seen him begging asked, "Isn't this the same 
man who used to sit and beg?" 9 Some claimed that he was. Others 
said, "No, he only looks like him." But he himself insisted, "I am the 
man." 10 "How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded. 11 He 
replied, "The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my 
eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, 
and then I could see. 
 
John 9:24, 25 



 
A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give 
glory to God, " they said. "We know this man is a sinner." 25 He 
replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do 
know. I was blind but now I see!" 
 
 
John 9: 35 – 38 
 
Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he 
said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 36 "Who is he, sir?" the man 
asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him." 37 Jesus said, "You 
have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you." 38 Then 
the man said, "LORD, I believe," and he worshiped him. 
 
Blind man was a simple man, he didn’t have all the answers. “I was 
blind and now I see.” 
 
His story was: 
 

• Personal 
• Factual and true 
• Powerful 

 
Only have to tell how you were changed. 
 
Illuminate Principle: My testimony is a powerful tool that God will use 
to lead others to faith in Him! 
 
Are you ready and prepared to share your story? 
 
How to use my story to change the world. 
 

1. Confirm your story 
 
I Know that I am following Jesus 
 
Do you really know? Some don’t share because they lack 
assurance. 
 
I John 5:13 “I write these things to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal 
life.” 
 



When did you first believe? 
 
Maybe it’s today. Write on the connection card. 
 

2. Complete your story  
 
Write out and practice my story. 
 
All types of people have all types of stories. 
 

• Emotional: Joshua Abney 
 

• Intellectual: C. S. Lewis told of how he went for a walk one 
day and was wanting to decide whether to believe and 
follow Christ. After he walked and thought he decided to 
trust Christ. 

 
• Lee Strobel – The legal editor for the Chicago Sun Times 

and an atheist set out to disprove Christianity. Through his 
research he became a Christian. 

 
• Spiritual: your heart was moved. 

 
I Peter 3:15, “But in your hearts set apart Christ as LORD. 
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you 
to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect, “ 
 
Why write out your story? 
 

• You friends are interested 
• Your friends can relate 
• It’s hard to argue with 
• God will use it 

 
Send it to me 
 

3. Commit your story 
 
Ask God to use your story 
 
This is really God’s story 
 



Acts 20:24 “However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if 
only I may finish the race and complete the task the LORD Jesus 
has given me--the task of testifying to the gospel of God's 
grace.” 
 
 
 
I Timothy 1:16 “But for that very reason I was shown mercy so 
that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his 
unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on 
him and receive eternal life. 

 
Let’s recap 
 
Confirm my story 
Complete my story 
Commit my story 
 
 Assignments for this week: 
 

• Prepare your story 
 

• Send me your story 
 

• Share your story 
 

• Invite someone to attend church with you this week 
 


