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I’m Waiting 

 
God cares about you, and he cares about how you care for others. 
 
One of the ways you grow closer to God is to realize how patient He is 
with you, and one of the ways you grow closer to others is to be 
patient with them. 
 
This week I may have seen the most impatient person in my life. I 
lead the funeral service for a lady I have known for many years. While 
on the way to the cemetery we were on St Rte. 48 traveling south 
when we crossed Spring Valley Road. The motorcycle officer went up 
to the intersection and halted everyone. When I cam across the 
intersection, a lady waiting to turn left was going berserk. 
 
God cares about you, but he also cares about those who get on your 
nerves and annoy you. 
 
Psalm 103:14 “For he knows how we are formed, he remembers that 
we are dust.”  
 
What does the Bible say about patience? 
 

1. God is patient 
 
In Exodus 34, God gave Moses the Ten Commandments. Here is the 
most important list of do’s and don’ts ever written. 
 
Exodus 34:6 “And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The 
LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, 
abounding in love and faithfulness.” 
 
As a people as a whole, if there were ever folks God could easily grow 
impatient with it would be our world today. Many thumb their noses at 
God and everything He stands for, yet He remains patient. 
 
 
Psalm 145:8 “The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger 
and rich in love.”  
 
 



2. God gives time to believe 
 
Did you accept Jesus Christ the first time you heard the message of 
forgiveness? 
 
I knew a man who I asked if I could come to his house and talk to 
him. I shared Christ and he said, “Not today.” We had that 
conversation several times over the course of about 10 years. He 
would come to church and hear me speak about salvation. “Not 
today”. One Sunday morning he got up during the invitation and came 
to me, shook my hand and said, “Today.”  
 
II Peter 3:15 “Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, 
just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God 
gave him.”  
 

3. God gives room to grow 
 
No one accepts Jesus Christ and amazingly becomes a mature believer 
and a biblical scholar. Growth takes time. 
 
My dad coached my little league baseball team. I was 9 years old and 
played second base. I missed two ground balls in a row and threw a 
complete temper tantrum out on the field. My dad called time out and 
came out onto the field to privately talk to me. 
 
Romans 14:1 “Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing 
judgment on disputable matters.”  
 
 
 

4. God Helps when we fail 
 
King David had failed miserably and yet God did not turn his back on 
him. God will not discard you.  
 
I Timothy 1:16 “But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in 
me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited 
patience as an example for those who would believe on him and 
receive eternal life.”  
 
 
 
 



5. God promises comfort 
 
Comfort is what we long for when we are: 
 

• Hurt 
• Suffering 
• Make mistakes 
• Hurt others 

 
II Corinthians 1:3 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort.” 
 

6. God welcomes diversity 
 
Colossians 3:12, 13 “Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you.” 
 
Practical tips on patience 
 

• Patience is a choice, not a feeling 
• Put space between emotions and reactions 
• Fill that space with empathy 
• Never do what someone deserves 
• Pray 


