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Let’s Turn This Around 

Part 2 
 
 
Last week I spoke to you about the process God uses to help turn 
things around in our lives: 
 

• Concern - something is not right 
• Crisis – pain or struggle 
• Choice - face it or flee from it.  
• Comprehension – God is near 
• Conduct - repentance 
• Commitment to continue – never give up 

 
How to cooperate with God’s process of turning things around: 
 

1. Be alert to God’s voice 
 
In Paul’s conversion, the Lord spoke to him and then God spoke to 
Annanias. 
 
Job 33:14-16 “For God does speak--now one way, now another-- 
though man may not perceive it.  In a dream, in a vision of the night, 
when deep sleep falls on men as they slumber in their beds, he may 
speak in their ears and terrify them with warnings.” 
 
How God speak to you: 
 
Bible – God’s revelation to His children 
Unction – Spirit of God moves in our hearts for understanding 
Others – God uses other people, through words, actions, etc. 
  

2. Accept God’s comfort 
 
In 1 Kings Elijah heard that Jezebel wanted him killed so he ran. He 
fled for an entire day and finally collapsed. When he woke up the 
angels had prepared him food. He rested again and then angels again 
ministered to him. He cried out to God that he was no better than his 
ancestors. God told him the journey had gotten to hard for him. 
 
That’s how God handles us, with compassion and comfort. 



Isaiah 42:3 “A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick 
he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice.” 
 
This is a great picture of how the Lord sustains us when we are weak. 
As long as there is an ember the Lord will not allow it to be put out. He 
will supply the spiritual oil to make the fire of our hearts vibrant once 
again. But remember, he will hold to the truth. 
 
Jonah 2:7 “When my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, LORD, 
and my prayer rose to you, to your holy temple.” 
 
I mentioned Jonah last week, here we find him crying out to God. God 
wants to comfort you in all times of trouble. 
 

3. Ask God for courage 
 
Isaiah 43:2 “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames 
will not set you ablaze.” 
 
In Daniel 3, King Nebuchadnezzar built a 90 foot idol of himself and 
said everyone had to bow down to it. The three Hebrew children who 
would not was then told if they did not worship the King they would be 
cast into the furnace. Isaiah references those events here though 
there is a greater principle for us today. 
 
I often use this verse at funerals, because there are few things more 
heart breaking than losing a loved one.  
 
Whatever you are facing God will be with you.  
 
The new song we sang today, “We Won’t Be Shaken” is a battle cry to 
the church!   
 
Daniel 3:25 “He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, 
unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Apply God’s word 
 
II Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.”  
 
Teaching – learn the word of God 
Rebuking – stand against the cultural noise of our day 
Correcting – help to keep you on the right path 
Training – further develop our faith 
 
Hebrews 5:13-14 “Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is 
not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But solid food is 
for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to 
distinguish good from evil.” 
 
When the boys were little they each had their favorite food. 
 
Luke – sweet potatoes 
Tyler – strained peas 
 
It would be really sad if they were still munching on those foods, 
though much more affordable. 
 
Paul teaches, when we are children we eat as a child, but stresses the 
importance of feasting on the meat of the word of God. 
 
 

5. Adhere to God’s plan 
 
God has a plan for you. That is why it is so important not to give up. 
Turn things around for your own good and for the betterment of those 
around you. 
 
Galatians 6:9 “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” 
 
Philippians 1:6 “Being confident of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 
 
Are you cooperating with God’s process of turning things around? 
 
When I was twenty years old, I learned how to drive a semi-truck. I 
wanted to follow in my father’s footsteps. That summer in Whitewater, 
Indiana God made His plan clear. 


