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Make an Impact 

 
One person willing to talk to another about their faith, One person 
willing to live out their faith, can have an eternal impact on the people 
around them. When opportunity comes, I want you to be ready. A 
great example of this is found in Acts 8. 

 
Acts 8:26-40 (Overview, Not on the screen) 
 
 
Ethiopian Eunuch traveled to Jerusalem to worship. Why? 
 
Acts 8:27, 28 “So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian 
eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 
and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of 
Isaiah the prophet. 
 
The scripture will tell us this man was: 
 

• Empty – in his position in life – “important official” 
 

• Lonely- eunuch – “no family” 
 

• Broken – searching for answers – “reading the book of Isaiah” 
 
I asked my dad several years after we started going to church, why? 
We had just moved from the west side from a small house to 
Harpland. We felt like the Beverly Hillbillies. We were all healthy, mom 
and dad had good jobs. 
 
My dad said he was empty. 
 
People are here and out there who are empty, lonely and broken. God 
calls us to seek them out and reach out to them. 
 
God will use you when you are prepared to be used.  
 
How to prepare: 
 
 



 
1. Stay in God’s plan 

 
Philip was willing to go where God wanted him. 
 
Acts 8:26 “Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to 
the road--the desert road--that goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza." 
 

• Physically – Job, school, church, neighborhood… 
 
Where you are maybe exactly where God wants you to be. Be 
careful of living in the “when and then” frame of mind. 
 
Philippians 4:12 “I know what it is to be in need, and I know 
what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being 
content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want.” 
 

• Spiritually – in our relationship with the Lord 
 
Matthew 24:44 “So you also must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 
 
Billy Graham was asked years ago, “If you knew today was your 
last day on earth what would you do differently?” He answered, 
“Nothing.” 
 

2. Stay alert 
 
Who do you come into contact with on a regular basis? 
 
God has put those people into our lives. 
 
I Corinthians 9:22 “To the weak I became weak, to win the 
weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible 
means I might save some.” 
 
Word preach means to be a messenger. 
 
In 2000 I went to the Ukraine to be a part of a crusade. We went 
into an arena one afternoon, we were one hour late. 
 
 



Here is what I have learned over my years of being in ministry. 
People are willing to listen when they are: 
 

• Under tension 
• In transition 
• In trouble 

 
3. Stay prepared 

 
Acts 8:30 “Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man 
reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are 
reading?" Philip asked.” 
 

• You have the opportunity to affect the eternal destiny of 
people. Danny, what pressure! No! What an opportunity! 

 
• How do I do it?  Many ways: 

 
• Intellectual – Paul – In Thessalonica “Some of the Jews 

…and a number of God fearing Greeks” 
 

• Testimonial – your story – woman at the well – “he told 
me all I have ever done and forgave me” 

 
• Relational – Legion – “go home to your family and tell 

them how much the Lord has done for you.” 
 

• Serving – Dorcas  (Acts 9)– she made garments for the 
poor 

 
• Invitational – Andrew – invited his brother Peter to meet 

Jesus. 
 
I Peter 3:15 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always 
be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect,” 
 

4. Stay willing 
 
80% of first time attendees come because someone invited them. 
 
Video – Homework: Invite at least one person to worship next week. 
 


