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Mercy - Part 1 

Because of Mercy God Can Use Anybody 
 
God is all about showing us His mercy. When we are: 
 

• Ashamed – over things that have gone wrong 
• Angry – Over things we don’t have 
• Afraid – Over things that might happen 

 
His mercy is there to care for us. 
 
The greatest joy is to be used by God for something greater than 
ourselves. 
 
Romans 6:13 “Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as 
instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as 
those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of 
your body to him as instruments of righteousness.”  
 
Problem:  
 

• We often fear God could not possibly use us. 
• Stuck in the past, afraid of being disqualified or not qualified 

 
Paul broke down the barriers that hinders you from serving the Lord. 
 
Today, let’s look at five secrets of staying usable: 
 

1. It’s all because of God’s Mercy 
 
Everything God does in you, for you, by you and through you is 
because of His mercy and grace. Not because you earned it or even 
deserve it. 
 
I am often humored by the commercials about cars and how everyone 
deserves a new automobile. 
 
II Corinthians 4:1 “Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this 
ministry, we do not lose heart. “ 
 
Two benefits of God’s mercy: 



• You don’t have to prove your worth 
• You don’t have to struggle in your failures 

 
Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. “ 
 

2. Be Real 
 
You are authentic, wonderfully made by the hands of God, be yourself. 
 
If you try to be someone you are not: 
 

• Always be under stress 
• Live with the fear of being exposed 
• End up manipulating people 

 
Man who lost his job yet left his home for over a year everyday 
pretending to go to work, until he finally stole money from several 
people. 
 
II Corinthians 4:2 “Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful 
ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On 
the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves 
to every man's conscience in the sight of God. “ 
 

3. It’s not about you 
 
When you make life about yourself you will end up bitter or prideful. 
 
II Corinthians 4:5 “For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. “ 
 
II Corinthians 4:7 “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show 
that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. “ 
 
God often puts His greatest gifts in the weakest people. That way His 
power shines through. 
 
Paul went through 4 stages with his weaknesses: 
 

• Denied 
• Hid 
• Accepted 
• Glorified God 



 
4. Use your pain to help others 

 
II Corinthians 11:23-28 
 
If we could ask Paul why would you put up with all of this? His answer 
would be: “For Jesus’ Sake!” 
 
II Corinthians 4:15 “All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is 
reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to 
the glory of God. “ 
 

5. Stay focused on eternity 
 
II Corinthians 4:17 “For our light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. “ 
 
Do you want to live the rest of your life for yourself, or do you want 
your life to be used by God? 
 
Danny, I am not sure God can use me.  
 
Abraham was old, Jacob was a liar,  
Leah was unattractive, Joseph was abused, 
Gideon was poor, Samson was a reckless codependent, 
Rahab was a prostitute, Elijah was suicidal, 
Jonah was fearful & reluctant,  
Naomi was a elderly widow,  
Jeremiah was depressed, 
David had an affair and had his mistress’ husband killed, 
John the Baptist was eccentric to say the least, 
Peter was impulsive and had anger management issues 
Martha worried a lot,  
The Samaritan woman had several failed marriages,  
Zacchaeus had been an unethical scam artist,  
Thomas had doubts 
 Timothy was timid, and 
 Moses, David, and Paul all were guilty of murder   
in their past! 
 
TRUTH: Every Saint has a past & every Sinner has a future! 
 


