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Mercy Part 2 

God’s Mercy and My Failures 
 
Because we are imperfect people living in an imperfect world we all 
experience failures in life. 
 
The night Jesus was arrested two of his closest followers had huge 
failures. 
 

• Judas betrayed Jesus 
• Peter denied knowing Jesus 

 
The outcome of their failures were completely different: 
 

• Judas rejected the Lord and went out and committed suicide 
• Peter accepted God’s mercy and became a great leader 

 
Today I want to pose to you three questions about failure and God’s 
mercy: 
 
1. What causes our personal failures? 
 

• We overestimate our strength 
 
Matthew 26:31 – 33 “Then Jesus told them, "This very night you will 
all fall away on account of me, for it is written:  'I will strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered. 'But after I 
have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee."  
Peter replied, "Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will."  
 
Beware of thinking that could never happen to me. 
 
Blockbuster Video 
 

• We fear the disapproval of others 
 
Every time we make a decision based on winning the approval of 
others it will eventual cause some type of failure. 
 

o Going along even though you know it is not right 
o Make commitments you know you can’t keep 



Matthew 26:69, 70 “Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a 
servant girl came to him. "You also were with Jesus of Galilee," she 
said. But he denied it before them all. "I don't know what you're 
talking about," he said.” 
  

• We speak without thinking 
 
Have you ever spoken impulsively, harshly or in haste? Where your 
mouth goes faster than your mind? 
 
James 3:5, 6 “Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it 
makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a 
small spark. The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts 
of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his 
life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.”  
 
2. What should I do when I fail? 
 

• Grieve 
 

Far too often when we fail we try to: 
 

o Minimize it 
o Justify it 
o Brush it off 

 
“To get past your failure, you must go through it” 
 
Matthew 26:75 “Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter 
remembered the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the rooster crows, 
you will disown me three times." And he went outside and wept 
bitterly.”  

 
• Let others help me 

 
Fight the feeling that you can handle this on your own. In the 
midst of failure you need others more than ever. 
 
Mark 16:10 “She went and told those who had been with him 
and who were mourning and weeping.” 
  

• Throw myself on God’s mercy 
 
Peter did this and gives an account in the book he wrote 



I Peter 1:3 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 

 
 
3. What does Jesus do with our failures? 
 

• He isn’t shocked 
 

God knows everything about you, your weaknesses, failures and pains. 
He made you. 

 
Psalm 103:14 “For he knows how we are formed, he remembers that 
we are dust.” 
 

• He prays for us 
 

Hebrews 7:25 “Therefore he is able to save completely those who 
come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for 
them.” 

 
• He believes in us 

 
Proverbs 24:16 “For though a righteous man falls seven times, he 
rises again, but the wicked are brought down by calamity.”  

 
• He shows us mercy 

 
Lamentations 3:22, 23 “Because of the Lord's great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.”  
 
Don’t waste your pain or failure, because God wants to turn it into 
your greatest ministry. 
 
Judas                                                 Peter 
 
Became a traitor                                 Became a teacher 
Had a breakdown                                Had a breakthrough 
Gave up                                             Looked up 
Died in condemnation                          Lived in celebration 


