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Mercy Part 3 

Mercy Forgives 
 
Today we are going to talk about a truth that promises to bring 
freedom to every corner of your lives, to every one of your 
relationships. It’s the truth that mercy forgives. God’s mercy brings 
forgiveness into every one of our lives. It’s one of the most amazing 
awesome truths that you can get a hold of.  
 
Jesus talked about the two sides. There are two sides to this truth of 
the fact that mercy forgives.  
 
Matthew 6:12 “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors.”  
 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. He taught 
us that the miracle of mercy brings freedom into our lives in two 
specific ways. One, when you say God forgive me. And second, when 
you say, I forgive you.  
 
 

1. Mercy means God forgives me 
 
God wants to give you a clean slate, completely erasing the sin that 
causes grief and pain. 
 
Failure pushes us away from God 
Forgiveness draws us closer to God 
 
Let’s look at some truths about how mercy means forgiveness: 
 
Truths: 
 

• God wants to forgive me 
 
Nehemiah 9:17 “They refused to listen and failed to remember the 
miracles you performed among them. They became stiff-necked and in 
their rebellion appointed a leader in order to return to their slavery. 
But you are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to 
anger and abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert them.” 
 



• God freely forgives me 
 
Romans 3:23, 24 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 
came by Christ Jesus.”  
 

• God immediately forgives me 
 
Isaiah 55:7 “Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his 
thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, 
and to our God, for he will freely pardon.”  
 

• God completely forgives me 
 
Colossians 2:13, 14 “When you were dead in your sins and in the 
uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. 
He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its 
regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took 
it away, nailing it to the cross.” 
 

2. Mercy means I forgive others 
 
I forgive others. I want to just talk for a few moments about how God 
helps us in our struggle to forgive. I’m going to assume that all of us 
struggle in some way to forgive. And when we struggle to forgive it’s 
for two main reasons. 
 
I haven’t been forgiven 
I don’t feel forgiven 
 
Let’s look at some truths how mercy means I forgive others: 
 
Truths: 
 

• Forgiveness is not conditional 
 
Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”  
 

• Forgiveness is not forgetting 
 
II Timothy 4:14 “Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of 
harm. The Lord will repay him for what he has done.”  
 



• Forgiveness is not trusting that person again 
 
II Timothy 4:15 “You too should be on your guard against him, 
because he strongly opposed our message.”  
 

• Forgiveness is releasing it to God 
 
Colossians 3:13 “Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you.”  
 

o Revenge doesn’t work  
o Repayment doesn’t work  
o Resentment doesn’t work 

 
That just brings it more and more back into your life. Unforgiveness 
creates an undertow of emotion in your life that will take you places 
you don’t want to be.  
 
A few weeks ago we were out in the ocean, Sonya was looking for 
shells when the undertow knocked her completely off her feet. I had to 
go out and help her because the current was so strong. 
 
 
When you hold on to a hurt it becomes a hate.  
 
When you forgive it sets you free.  
 
In the New Testament there are two words for “forgive”, one means: 
 
Gift of grace 
Set free 
 
When we forgive we are offering grace and we are setting ourselves 
free from the pain and bitterness that comes from someone hurting 
us. 
 
Mercy means God forgives me 
Mercy means I forgive others 
 


