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What’s a Family For? Mother’s Day 2016 

 
Today I want to talk about the family. No matter what your family 
make up is, this will relate to you.  
 
The family has been taking a lot of heat lately.  There are people who 
say the family is obsolete, that it's out of date, that it's irrelevant, that 
we should forget even the idea of the family, it's no use any more.   
 
But the family is not finished, it's just fragmented and it's fragile.  It 
needs to be strengthened.  I thought today on Mother's Day we would 
look at "What's a Family For?"  What's the big deal?  Why are Mom's 
important?  Why are Dad's important? Why is the family important?   
 
To get the answer to that question you have to go way back to the 
beginning of the Bible. Genesis 2, "The Lord God said, `It is not good 
for man to be alone.  I will make him a helper suitable for him.  For 
this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife.'" 
 
Notice what this says.  The family was God's idea.  He thought it up.  
God thought up the family so it's not finished.  It's just fragile.   
 
I don't care if you're married or not, the Bible says it's not good for 
you to be alone.  You were made for relationships. Human beings were 
made for relationships.  Whether you're married or not, you need 
companionship.  You need friendships.  You need people to relate to.  
That's why the worst kind of punishment is called solitary confinement. 
Being isolated from people can bring on the worst situations, Satan 
has a field day when we close ourselves off to others. 
 
This morning I thought we'd look at four purposes God intends for 
your family. 
 
A family is a: 
 

1. Shelter from storms 
 
Proverbs 14:26 “He who fears the LORD has a secure fortress, and for 
his children it will be a refuge.”  
 



• Change – We live in a rapidly changing world, it creates stress 
 

• Failure – no one wins all the time 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:9, 10 “Two are better than one, because they have a 
good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him 
up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!”  
 

• Rejection – being criticized or ridiculed 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:12 “Though one may be overpowered, two can defend 
themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”  
 
 
How to make your home a shelter: Mom’s are great at this 
 

• Hear - listen 
• Hug - affection 
• Hope – build up 
• Help - support 

 
2. Learning center for life 

 
Psalm 144:12 “Then our sons in their youth will be like well-nurtured 
plants, and our daughters will be like pillars carved to adorn a palace.”  
 
Luke 2:52 “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 
God and men.” 
 
Three areas parents need to be concerned with: 
 

• Relationships – much of our happiness will be dependent upon 
how we get along with others 
 

• Character – most of what children learn is from watching 
 

• Values – showing what is really important 
 

3. Place to play 
 
Kings Island 
 
Water day 
 



Ecclesiastes 9:9 “Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, all the days 
of this meaningless life that God has given you under the sun - all your 
meaningless days. For this is your lot in life and in your toilsome labor 
under the sun.”  
 
Proverbs 5:18 “May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in 
the wife of your youth.”   
 

4. Launch pad for ministry 
 

Nothing unifies a family more than serving the Lord together 
 

• Bus Ministry 
 

• Starting HPC 
 
I Corinthians 16:15, 16 “You know that the household of Stephanas 
were the first converts in Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to 
the service of the saints. I urge you, brothers, to submit to such as 
these and to everyone who joins in the work, and labors at it.” 
 
 
 A BLESSING FOR MOTHERS 
 
To those women who have given birth to a child this year,  
     We celebrate with you the gift that God has given.  
 
To those who have become a mother by way of adoption,  
 We rejoice with you and know how special this day is to you. 
 
To those who have experienced miscarriages and failed adoptions, 
     We mourn your loss and ask God to heal your hearts. 
 
To those who have longed for children, but for whatever reason have 
been unable to have them,  
     We understand your pain and believe God has a specific plan for 
you.  
 
To those who have close and meaningful relationships with their 
children,  
     We celebrate this day with you and thank God for his grace. 
 
To those who have complicated, painful, or non-existent relationships 
with their children,  



  Remember that God's redemptive power can cross any boundary, 
any brokenness, any pain.  
 
To those who have close relationships with their own mother,  
     We thank God for that intimacy.  
 
To those who have suffered at the hands of their mother,  
     We love you and pray you can make peace with your past.  
 
To those who lost their mothers recently or so many years ago,  
     We hope you find comfort today as you remember her. 
 
   To those who have an emptier nest this year,  
     We pray for you during this season of change. 
To those who have been "mother's" to others who are not their 
children,  
     We are thankful for you and admire your capacity to love. 
Remember your investment is never in vain, and that God uses your 
faithfulness to change the world. 
 
 
 
 


