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New Year’s Message 

This Year I Can Change my World 
 

 
I can change my world. 
 
Have you noticed when the storms of life come, and they always do, 
some people stand firm while others are blown off course. For 
example, everything is going fine, home, work, or school, and then the 
phone rings and the news you receive completely blows you off 
course. How do we handle bad news? Some it seems are completely 
shattered and others stand strong. This is what I want to talk to you 
about today. Standing firm has nothing to do with the size of the 
storm. The people who stand firm are people with a solid foundation. 
They are full of God’s strength, full of God’s power. It’s not that the 
storms don’t bother them, they do. They are equipped to stand firm. 
It’s all about the foundation. How we handle the storms of life has an 
effect on our faith and other’s. 
 
In Acts 16, Paul and Silas were traveling in Rome telling people about 
Jesus: 
 

• Young slave girl, had a spirit in her where she would predict the 
future 

• She walked behind them telling everyone “these men are from 
God telling you the way to be saved 

• She kept this up for many days 
• Paul turned around one day and commanded the spirit to leave 

her and it did 
• Her owners were furious because this meant she would not be 

able to make them money 
• Turned them into the authorities 
• They were thrown in a Roman jail 
• One night they began to sing and the shackles fell off them and 

the cell doors swung open 
• The guard started to kill himself, Paul stopped him 
• No one had left 
• The guard invited Paul and Silas to his home 

   



Acts 16:34 “ The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal 
before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in 
God--he and his whole family.” 
 
Through the power of God your world can change. 
 
Five Habits you need to change your world in 2015 
 

1. Spend time with God 
 
Why have a daily time with God? (Time spent in the scriptures 
and praying) 
 

• We need fellowship with God 
• It is our privilege – My dad’s philosophy on voting 
• Gain tremendous personal benefit: wisdom, insight 

 
Our foundation becomes stronger when we study the scripture: 
 
Joy  
Peace 
Stability 
 
 
Joshua 1:8 “ Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your 
mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful 
to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and 
successful.” 
 

2. Come to Church 
 
Hebrews 10:25 “ Let us not give up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and 
all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 
 
Meet together to encourage one another. 
 
I have been speaking in churches since 1980. Only once in 34 
plus years of preaching have I ever had anyone say they wish 
they would not have come to church that day. A lady stopped 
me at the back door. 
 
Most will say, “I started to stay home but I’m glad I came.” 
 



 
 

3. Participate 
 

Acts 5:42 “ Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to 
house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news 
that Jesus is the Christ.” 

 
4. Consistent Sacrificial Giving 

 
Malachi 3:10 “ Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD 
Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have 
room enough for it.” 
 
When you give, you get God’s blessing: 
 
It may be tangible 
It may be intangible 
 

5. Share 
 
Acts 1:8 “ But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 
 

Acts 16:30-31 “ The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling 
before Paul and Silas. He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?" 


