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New Year’s Service 

 
The children of Israel had been disobedient to God and so He allowed 
Babylon to come and destroy the city, the walls and the temple built 
by Solomon. This all took place in 587 BC. God had always spoken of a 
remnant that would be left to one day pick up the pieces and once 
again become a people who worshipped and followed Him. 
 
In 446 BC a man named Nehemiah, who was the King of Babylon’s 
cupbearer began to receive information about how bad things had 
gotten in Jerusalem and his heart was broken. He spent much time in 
prayer and agonizing over what needed to be done. 
 
Today as we embark upon a new year, I want to use the wisdom and 
fortitude of Nehemiah to help us make this year the best year we have 
ever experienced. I want that for you individually but also as a church. 
 
Let’s look at three things we can do to have the same outcome 
Nehemiah had in his quest for serving God. 
 

1. Reflect 
 
This is not the idea of longing for the past. Truth is we tend to make 
the past seem better than it really was. 
 
Nehemiah 1:7 “We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not 
obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant 
Moses.”  
 
Nehemiah was reflecting on the failures of God’s people. 
 
What do we reflect on? 
 

• Our walk with God this past year 
• Shortcomings 
• Victories 
• Relational situations 
• Financial decisions 

 



Isaiah 40:31 “but those who hope in the LORD will renew their 
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 
 

2. Refocus 
 
If we stay in the past we might miss the future, refocusing on what is 
before us is important in our growth. 
 
Nehemiah 1:10 “They are your servants and your people, whom you 
redeemed by your great strength and your mighty hand. 
 
What is really important? 
 

• Relationship to God 
• Family 
• Church Family 

 
What makes them so important? They will last forever. 
 

3. Restart 
 
Nehemiah 1:11 “O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this 
your servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in 
revering your name. Give your servant success today by granting him 
favor in the presence of this man." I was cupbearer to the king. 
 
Where do you begin? 
 
Prayer 
 
How do I pray? Talk to God. 
 
A – adoration 
C – confession 
T – thanksgiving 
S – supplication 
 
Isaiah 41:13 “For I am the LORD, your God, who takes hold of your 
right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you.” 
 
Remember you do not have to reflect, refocus and restart alone. 
 
 


