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“No Parking” 

 
Many years ago I was a student at Miami University Middletown. The 
gym sat up on a hill and there was a small parking lot at the bottom of 
the hill with about three or four parking spaces. On the side of the 
road leading to the parking area there was a sign that read, “No 
Parking on the Grass”. About three feet off the road was gravel and 
then the grass, so I parked where my outside tires were on the gravel. 
I came outside after basketball practice one night and had a ticket on 
my windshield. The ticket was marked as the offense, Parking on the 
grass. I immediately went and got the security guy and showed him 
that I was not on the grass. After several minutes of heated debate he 
took my ticket and tore it up. A few days later a new sign was placed 
there which read, “No Parking”. 
 
This became a designated spot where no one was allowed to park. I 
would say that God would want to place a sign in our hearts that 
would state, “No Parking”. Yes there are times when God wants you to 
be still, but even then he does not want you to be completely idle.  
 
There are times when the journey is so difficult that your desire is to 
just sit down and take an extended leave from life, but those times are 
where God does His best work. 
 
Philippians 1:6 “being confident of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 
 
God wants you to become something you have never been before. 
That only happens when we are confronted with change opportunities. 
 
Today, let’s look at a few things God wants to change to keep you 
from parking your life on the side of the road. 
 
God wants to change: 
 

• Your discontent to joy 
 
When we focus on circumstances it will keep us from joy. 
 
John 15:11 “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 
that your joy may be complete.” 



 
Jesus spoke these words while he was describing the parable of the 
vine and the branches. The lesson was that God will always be about 
pruning the things in our life to make us healthy. 
 
I have a tree in my front yard that was partially destroyed during the 
hurricane in 2008. I cut off limbs every year and take away dead limbs 
and also the limbs that are heavy causing the tree to sag. 
 
God wants to do the same thing with us. 
 
Philippians 3:12-14 “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have 
already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for 
which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself 
yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal 
to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus.” 
 

• Your insecurity to peace 
 
No one likes turmoil. Unfortunately life is often set up to cause us to 
feel insecure. 
 

• People in our lives 
• The way we look 
• What we have versus what others have  

 
John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have 
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world." 
 
When the focus of life is on ourselves it fuels our insecurities. 
 

• Religion to relationship 
 
Jesus was talking to the crowd and His disciples when He made this 
statement: 
 
Matthew 23:3 “So you must obey them and do everything they tell 
you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they 
preach.” 
 



He was talking about the Pharisees and how much they love being 
noticed for their place of importance and the clothes they wore. 
 
Religion is man’s way of putting God in a box, where a relationship is 
all about connecting with God. 
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God will change these aspects of your life: 
 

• Your discontent to joy 
• Your insecurity to peace 
• Religion to relationship 

 
The best ways to insure change continues is to: 
 

• Give your life as an offering to God everyday 
• Be attentive to God everyday 
• Respond to what God wants from you everyday. 

 
Romans 12:1,2 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's 
mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to 
God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.” 
 
Let God mold you into the person He wants you to be. Keep nothing 
from him. 
 
I have a friend who was a studio musician in Nashville when he was 
young. Played on the stage of the Grand Old Opry and was used by 
many songwriters to play tracks of their new songs. 
 
He told me one day he submitted all of his life to the Lord, knowing 
this could mean many changes. It did. He has preached now for the 
past 35 years never looking back on what might have been. 
 


