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Stand Tall 

 
It is important in your faith to stand tall in light of every circumstance 
you face. Whether it is self-induced or from someone else. 
 
Perhaps throughout history the Apostle Paul endured as much as 
anyone for his faith in Christ. 
 

• Stoned and left for dead 
• Beaten with a rod three times 
• Whipped with 39 lashes three times 
• Attacked by an angry mob 
• Shipwrecked three times 
• Once floated for 24 hours 
• Criticized by Christians 
• Under arrest for two years without a trial 
• Bitten by a snake 

 
Yet he would write: 
 
II Corinthians 4:8, 9 “We are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.”  
 
Paul stood tall and had staying power in his faith. 
 
What motivates you to stand tall? 
 

1. God loves you 
 
God offers an unconditional love to all. 
 
II Corinthians 4:1 “Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this 
ministry, we do not lose heart.”  
 
Matthew Henry wrote, “The Lord is able to give peace to the troubled 
conscience, and to calm the raging passions of the soul.” 
 
I Corinthians 15:10a “But by the grace of God I am what I am” 
 
 



2. Keeping a clear conscience 
 
Remaining righteous and holy is not simply a goal, but a necessity in 
the life of a believer. Why? 
 

• Your growth 
• Witness to others 
• Development as a servant to the Lord  

 
II Corinthians 4:2 “Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful 
ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On 
the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves 
to every man's conscience in the sight of God.” 
 
 

3. Accepting your limitations 
 
We all have weaknesses. Paul was not considered a great speaker and 
he had an illness that he carried with him. None of those things 
stopped him from being faithful to the Lord. 
 
II Corinthians 4:7 “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show 
that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”  
 
Remember God is working around us and through us, even in our 
weaknesses. 
 
Yo Yo Collins – paralyzed from the waist down from a diving accident 
 

4. Loving others 
 
People want to be accepted and loved. They will often reach anywhere 
to find it: 
 

• Cults 
• Gangs  
• Bars 

 
They are filled with people desiring acceptance and love from anyone. 
 
II Corinthians 4:15 “All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is 
reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to 
the glory of God.”  
 



5. Keeping an eye on the prize 
 
To many people, earth and this life is as good as it will get. But to the 
believer, we know there is coming a day. 
 
Jeremy Camp wrote this great song: He had just lost his wife to cancer 
 
I try to hold on to this world with everything I have  
But I feel the weight of what it brings, and the hurt that tries to grab  
The many trials that seem to never end, His word declares this truth,  
that we will enter in this rest with wonders anew  
 
But I hold on to this hope and the promise that He brings  
That there will be a place with no more suffering  
 
[Chorus] 
There will be a day with no more tears, no more pain, and no more 
fears  
There will be a day when the burdens of this place, will be no more, 
we'll see Jesus face to face  
But until that day, we'll hold on to you always  
 
II Corinthians 4:17, 18 “For our light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix 
our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen 
is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 


