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Summer Salsa – Use What you Have 

Part 2 
 
Our Summer Salsa series is all about using what you have for service 
unto our Lord. How many went to Chuy’s last Sunday? As I started the 
new series off we looked at Shamgar and his work of delivering Israel 
from the Philistines. Today I want to look at another less known 
person from the Bible and her contributions. Have you ever heard of 
Dorcus? 
 
Acts 9:36 “In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when 
translated, is Dorcas), who was always doing good and helping the 
poor.”  
 
Her name in Aramaic was Tabitha and in Greek it was Dorcus. Her 
name meant Gazelle. In the first century often beautiful women were 
named after animals. A Gazelle was known for its beauty and power. 
She was from Joppa, which was about 35 miles northwest of 
Jerusalem. Though there is no mention of her husband, history 
suggests that she was a widow. 
 
Today, let’s look at three things she models in her life that we should 
desire to do. 
 

1. Devoted disciple 
 
Acts 9:36 refers to her as a disciple of Jesus Christ 
 
A disciple is a learner, one devoted to be like her teacher 
 
Luke 6:40 “A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is 
fully trained will be like his teacher.”  
 
What does becoming a disciple of Christ look like? 
 

• Let go of old ways 
• Change the way we think 
• Put on the character of Christ 

 
Ephesians 4:22-24 
 



2. Doer of good deeds 
 

She was quick like a gazelle to help those in need 
 
Galatians 6:10 “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 
all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”  
 
Dorcas made the most of what she had to serve others. She gives us a 
formula on reaching out to do good. 
 

• Available 
 

Romans 12:3 “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: 
Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think 
of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of 
faith God has given you.”  

 
• Paid attention to others 

 
Galatians 6:4 “Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take 
pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else.” 

 
• Faithful 

 
Hebrews 12:1 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us.”  

 
 

3. Helper to the hurting 
 

Dorcas was a seamstress and often made cloths or coverings for those 
in need. She made quite an impact on her community through helping 
those who were hurting. 
 
Solomon wrote of a woman much like Dorcas in Proverbs 31. That 
passage of scripture was known as a picture of the virtuous woman. 
 
Proverbs 31:19, 20 “In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the 
spindle with her fingers. She opens her arms to the poor and extends 
her hands to the needy.”  
 
 



Here is where the story of Dorcas takes an interesting twist. 
 
Acts 9:36-43 “In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, 
when translated, is Dorcas), who was always doing good and helping 
the poor. About that time she became sick and died, and her body was 
washed and placed in an upstairs room. Lydda was near Joppa; so 
when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men 
to him and urged him, "Please come at once!"  
Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to 
the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him 
the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still 
with them.  
Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees 
and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, "Tabitha, get 
up." She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. He took her by 
the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers and 
the widows and presented her to them alive. This became known all 
over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. Peter stayed in 
Joppa for some time with a tanner named Simon.” 
 
Dorcas’ life is the perfect picture of what we now call “Servant 
Evangelism” 
 
What is “Servant Evangelism”? 
 

• Demonstrating the kindness of God 
• Acts of humble service, no strings attached  


