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As a pastor I am often asked to come to situations that are sometimes 
quite difficult, then there are times I get to be around great events. I 
have been to hospitals celebrating the birth of a child, only to leave 
there and go lead in a funeral service. Not long ago, I had a funeral 
service on a Saturday, and that afternoon had a wedding. I’ve 
witnessed people leave hospitals when no one thought they would, and 
witnessed folks who everyone thought would be okay, pass away. Life 
can be confusing if we are not prepared. 
 
Last week I began the series, “The Miracle of Christmas” as we looked 
at Joseph and the important roll he played in the Christmas story. 
Today I want to spend our time with Mary. She was too a young girl 
and had become pregnant, though she had never been with a man. 
The angel appeared to her and shared how she was chosen by God to 
carry His Son. Mary traveled a little bit to go see her cousin Elizabeth. 
She also was pregnant carrying “John the Baptist”. Their encounter is 
recorded in Luke 1. 
 
Mary had to experience some confusion in her situation. So I thought 
about how does ‘The Miracle of Christmas” help us through the 
confusing times of life? 
 
How do you handle confusion? 
 
1. Rejoice in the Lord 
 
Luke 1:46, 47 “And Mary said: "My soul glorifies the Lord and my 
spirit rejoices in God my Savior,” 
 
Mary even though a young girl, realized that her specific situation 
would be scrutinized by many, and that her journey would not be 
without challenges. Engaged, pregnant and yet full of joy because God 
had chosen her. 
 
Philippians 4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: 
Rejoice!” 



 
How do you develop a spirit of joy? 
 

• Be grateful 
 
In what you have, we often focus on what we don’t have that can 
develop jealous attitudes. Always be willing to live in the attitude of 
gratitude! 
 
When you walk through the dark corridors of life, rejoice that you don’t 
walk alone. 
 
I Thessalonians 5:18 “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
 

• Be a giver 
 
A giver of time, talent and resources 
 
Acts 20:35 “In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard 
work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus 
himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' " 
 

• Serve others 
 
When you reach out to others it takes the focus off of your own 
troubles. 
 
Story of Pastor Ray and losing his son 
 
Mark 8:35 “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. 
 

• Share your faith 
 
You may be the only Jesus some know, tell of your faith. 
 
Years ago I was invited to a guy’s house, he was a longshoreman, and 
he had never heard the story of Jesus. 
 
Luke 15:10 “In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 
 



2. Stay Humble 
 
Luke 1:48 “For he has been mindful of the humble state of his 
servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed,” 
 
Colossians 1:15 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
over all creation. 
 
Women at the well. Jesus told her to go get her husband for the water. 
She said I have no husband. Jesus told her that she in fact had five 
husbands and that the man she was with now was not her husband. 
He did not condemn her but forgave her for her past feats. 
 

• God knows what you are going through 
 
Psalm 31:7 “I will be glad and rejoice in your love, for you saw 
my affliction and knew the anguish of my soul.” 
 
Times when I have cried out to God asking if he is there and is 
he paying attention. 
 

• God cares  
 
Jeremiah 31:3 “The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: "I 
have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with 
loving-kindness.” 
 
When I worked at the fence company, a lady wanted to tell me 
about her son and the problems he was having. You could see 
the care in her eyes for her child. I had prayer with her about 
her son. The moment after I said amen, He called. 
 
God cares about what you are going through. 
 

• God can change you and your situation. 
 
Ephesians 1:20 “Which he exerted in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
realms.” 
 

A store once had a sign which read “We buy junk – We sell antiques” 
 
Jesus takes our brokenness and turns us into a prize. 


