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The Miracle of Christmas 

Part 3 
 
 
So far we have looked at Joseph and Mary and the role they played in 
The Miracle of Christmas. The idea that we can handle real adversity 
and soar through the confusion that comes to us in life. Today I want 
to look at Zechariah, the husband of Elizabeth and the father of John 
the Baptist.  
 
Zechariah 
 

• Zechariah served God devoutly in the temple.  
• He obeyed God as the angel had instructed him, raising John as 

a Nazarite, a holy man pledged to the Lord. Zechariah was a 
holy and upright man.  

• He was a descendant of Aaron 
• Zechariah went to the temple to carry out his priestly duties. At 

the time of Jesus Christ, there were about 7,000 priests in 
Israel, divided into 24 clans. Each clan served at the temple 
twice a year, for a week each time. 

• Drew lots to see who would offer incense, Zechariah was then 
confronted by the angel of the Lord 

• He pointed out that he was old and his wife was barren 
• He was unable to speak because of his doubt 
• When John was born, many questioned the name given him by 

Elizabeth. Zechariah wrote he is to be named John, and suddenly 
he could speak again. 

• His first words are found in Zechariah’s song Luke 1:67-79 
 
What I hope for us to gain today is that The Miracle of Christmas gives 
us hope. 
 
Where does this hope come from? 
 
1. Redemption 
 
Luke 1:68 "Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has 
come and has redeemed his people.” 
 



Ephesians 1:7 “In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace.” 
 
Redemption is defined: 
 

• Reconciliation of two parties: Man is reconciled with God 
• Pardoned – as if it never happened 
• Adopted – brought into the family 
• Promissory note – debt is paid in full 

 
2. Salvation 
 
Luke 1:69 “He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of 
his servant David” 
 
Horn of salvation was a picture of strength and honor and was a 
metaphor for Jesus Christ. 
 
The Miracle of Christmas and the hope we have is found in the 
strength and honor of salvation through Jesus Christ. 
 
World teaches there are many pathways to spiritual fulfillment. 
 
Buddhism: 
 

• 4 noble truths 
• 8 fold pathway  
• How you live determines if you reach nirvana (heaven) 

 
Hinduism  
 

• Cosmic optimism 
• Reincarnation depending on how you live 

 
Hari Krishna 
 

• Moving from one body to another 
• Depends on how you live 

 
Jehovah’s Witness 
 

• 144,000 already in heaven so it’s full 
• They can inhabit the earth depending on how the live 

 



All of these world religions have a common theme, it is based on what 
you do. 
  
John 1:17 “For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ.” 
 
John 14:6 “Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
 
3. Mercy 
 
Luke 1:72 “To show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy 
covenant.” 
 
Here are a few phrases about mercy: 
 

• The divine goodness of God exercised towards the guilty 
 
Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
 

• Compassionate treatment of the helpless 
 
Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 

• Not merely His pardon of offenders, but His attitude to man 
 
John 3:16, 17 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him.” 


