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The Final 15 Miles of Jesus 

Easter 2016 – Part 4 
 
 
 
We have been traveling with Jesus for the last few weeks. The journey 
has taken us from Jericho, where Jesus encountered two men who 
sought him out. From there we went to Bethany and had dinner with 
three of Jesus’ closest friends. Last week we were apart of the 
“Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem where Jesus would be cheered then 
accused and finally placed upon a cross. The end of this 15 mile trek 
we find ourselves on an early Sunday morning outside of a tomb. 
There are several people there.  
 
Whenever there is an accident or event that requires the police to be 
summonsed, the authorities always ask for witnesses. The more the 
merrier. Why? because not everyone sees the same thing. Some can 
attest to the drivers of the vehicles while others can speak to the 
conditions of the road, and yet others saw whether or not someone 
ran a traffic light or not. 
 
I read about an accident where a man hit an Impala that had four 
older ladies in it. The man got out and ran to the car to confront the 
ladies. An eye witness told of what happened. 
 
He saw the man very mad banging on the window of the Impala. The 
driver rolled down the window and shot him with pepper spray. When 
he went to the ground the driver got out and hit him with her umbrella 
and then proceeded to stab him. Another lady got out with a huge bag 
and hit him on the head. Her Bible came out of the bag, she picked it 
up and started to whale him with the Bible. A third lady got out with a 
smaller bag and began to stand over him hitting him with the smaller 
purse. Once the guy could stand up he ran for his car and got away. 
Now that is an eye witness account! 
 
John 20:1-10 
 
On that early Sunday morning when several came to the tomb there 
were three disciples who had made the journey. They saw things 
differently that one another: 
 



• Mark – saw with his eye – Greek – “to see or look at.” We know 
Mark wrote the second book in the New Testament and it was 
only 16 chapters long. He was known as one who was concise 
with his descriptions 

 
• John – Saw with his heart – Greek – “to see with the heart and 

to believe.” His thoughts were of the promises Christ had made 
that he would raise from the dead. 

 
• Peter – saw with his mind – Greek – “to check something out or 

investigate.” We are told that it was Peter who entered the tomb 
first looking and investigating what was there. 

 
The only thing he found was Jesus’ grave clothes. 
 
Why did Jesus leave the grave clothes? 
Jesus’ grave clothes teaches us: 
 

1. He arose to die no more 
 
Jesus died to take the sins of mankind away. The grave clothes 
symbolizes that there would be no more death. He made a way for you 
and I to live with him forever. 
 
Romans 6:9 “For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, 
he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.”  
 
In like fashion, when you accept Christ you are guaranteed eternal life. 
 

2. Clothed with a robe of glory 
 
Jesus laid aside the rags that once covered him. Upon trust Jesus, we 
are to lay aside the rags that once covered us. Forgiveness and 
repentance are the factors we cling to in our walk with Christ. 
 
Isaiah 64:6 “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like 
the wind our sins sweep us away.”  
 
We have all sinned, yet the Lord made a way to become one of His 
family members. 
 
 
 



3. He rose to righteousness 
 
How is God able to look upon us who are marred with sin? He sees us 
through the prism of the tomb. 
 
I Corinthians 15:53 “For the perishable must clothe itself with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.” 
 
God made us for eternity not for the time we are here on this earth. 
We must be able through the grace of God to cast aside all things that 
would keep us from Him. Remember Jericho? Bartimeous cast aside 
his cloak which represented everything he had to come to Christ. 
 

4. To wipe away the tears 
 
There were many tears at the tomb that morning. Upon arriving the 
group thought they were coming to perfume the body and to mourn 
Jesus’ death. Instead they were caught off guard by an empty grave. 
They must have wept for fear and joy. Jesus left the grave clothes to 
wipe away their tears. 
 
Revelation 21:4 “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be 
no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away."  
 
The old order was now gone. That was the law, entering was the day 
of Grace. 
 
How do you see Jesus today? 
 
Sometimes our faith, like our sight is not quite clear. There are many 
things that affect the way we see. 
 
Charles Spurgeon once told the story of visiting a friend and going to 
the top window in his home to look out and see the fine view his friend 
had spoken about. However, all he could see was the smoke from the 
many furnaces in the area. The friend told him that on Sunday’s when 
the furnaces are still and there is no smoke you can see the Durham 
Cathedral. Spurgeon thought for a moment and concluded that you 
can see a lot on Sundays when the smoke of life is gone. How that 
smoke often comes from outside sources but also can come from 
within. When it is all removed you can see clearly the remarkable 
works of God. 
 


