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The Final 15 Miles of Jesus 

 
Last week, we began the journey Jesus took from Jericho to 
Jerusalem. Outside Jericho we met two men that were touched and 
changed by Jesus. Bartimaeus and Zaccheaus were totally opposites in 
their life experiences yet they both had a need that only Jesus could 
meet.  
 
As we continue the next 13 miles we will stop in Bethany, a city about 
two miles from Jerusalem. It was the city of Mary, Martha and Lazarus. 
This was the place where Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. As 
Christ came to their home many followed to see him and also to 
witness the meeting with Lazarus. It was a glorious reunion.  
 
John 12:1-9 “Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, 
where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2Here a 
dinner was given in Jesus' honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was 
among those reclining at the table with him. 3Then Mary took about a 
pintF59 of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus' 
feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume.  
4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, 
objected, 5"Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the 
poor? It was worth a year's wages.F60 " 6He did not say this because 
he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the 
money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.  
7"Leave her alone," Jesus replied. "It was intended that she should 
save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8You will always have the 
poor among you, but you will not always have me."  
9Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and 
came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead.” 
 
Mary’s love for Jesus portrays some very specific qualities: 
 

1. Gratitude 
 
John 12:2 “Here a dinner was given in Jesus' honor. Martha served, 
while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him.” 
 



She was thankful for what Jesus had done for them by raising Lazarus 
from the dead. 
 
Why are we to be grateful? 
 

• Forgiveness 
• Salvation 
• Grace 

 
 

2. Generosity 
 
John 12:3 “Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive 
perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with her hair. 
And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.”  
 
“Pure nard” was imported from Northern India and cost over $10,000 
in today’s world, about a years wage for a worker in those days. 
 
What does the Lord expect from you and me? We are to be generous: 
 

• Time 
• Abilities 
• Money 

 
3. Humble spirit 

 
John 12:3 “Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive 
perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with her hair. 
And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.”  
 
Mary washing the feet of Jesus with the oil and her hair was an act of 
humility. It also causes me to think how that not long after this Jesus 
would wash the feet of the disciples. 
 
What does humility look like in our lives? 
 

• Promotes God above self 
• Considers God in your life style 
• Consults God in decisions 
• Serves and worships God 

 
Humility is the opposite of pride. 
 



Proverbs 16:18, 19 “Pride goes before destruction,  
a haughty spirit before a fall. Better to be lowly in spirit and among 
the oppressed than to share plunder with the proud.”  
 

4. Faithfulness 
 

Faith is defined as an unquestioning belief that does not require proof 
or evidence. 

 
However we do have proof!: 
 

• Bible – 66 books, 40 authors, written in 3 languages over a span 
of 1600 years 
 

• Resurrection – Jesus appeared to many after he was placed in 
the tomb, the disciples were willing to give up their lives for him 
 

Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain 
of what we do not see.”  
 
“Faith is only as good as the object in which it is placed.” 
 
Brakes went out on my old truck one morning.  
 
It is with faith that we: 
 

• Are saved 
• Please God 
• Serve Him 

 
The same qualities Mary had should be evident in our lives: 
 

• Gratitude 
• Generosity 
• Humble Spirit 
• Faithfulness 


