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The Miracle of Christmas 
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I am often humored when I hear professional athletes speak of how 
they were faced with adversity and fought through it. Someone on 
their team gets injured, arrested, or cops a bad attitude and they 
proclaim this to be great adversity! In reality, great adversity is: 
 

• When someone close to you gets very ill, or passes away 
• Families find themselves torn apart 
• Single mother doesn’t have enough money to make ends meet 

 
It’s not tied to a game, but it’s real life. 
 
Joseph is one of the characters in the Christmas story that we 
sometimes tend to overlook. Here is what we know about him: 
 

• His father was Jacob 
• His family hometown was Bethlehem in Judea but he lived in 

Nazareth in Galilee.  
• He is from the royal line of David.  
• He was a carpenter by trade.    
• He was a poor man. We know that because when he and Mary 

presented Jesus in the Temple, they brought a turtledove to 
sacrifice. Jews only did that when they could not afford a lamb.    

• He was a religious man, a devout keeper of the Law 
• He was a young man and probably a teenager. If we said 17 

years old, we would probably be about right.   

Joseph was faced with real adversity. He had fallen in love with a 
woman and they were engaged to be married. Only to find out she was 
pregnant, but not with his child. The law of the day said to end the 
engagement. He had every right to publicly humiliate her, but did not 
want to do that.  

Can you imagine the sleepless nights he must have spent trying to 
figure out what to do? One night he finally fell asleep. 

 

Matthew 1:18-21 



James 1:12 “ Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because 
when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God 
has promised to those who love him.” 

What does it take to handle real adversity? 

1. Faith 

Faith sometimes requires us to believe the unbelievable, Joseph had to 
believe that the child Mary was carrying was of the Lord. 

Hebrews 11:1 “ Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see.” 

How do you live by faith? You must be willing to take risks. 

R -Remember what God has done in the past 
 
I Samuel 17:37 “ The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion 
and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this 
Philistine." Saul said to David, "Go, and the LORD be with you." 
 
I – Invite God to use you today 
 
Acts 20:24 “ However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I 
may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given 
me--the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.” 
 
S – Step outside your comfort zone 
 
Luke 17:33 “ Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever 
loses his life will preserve it.” 
 
When you step outside your comfort zone: 
 

• Your faith grows 
• Your potential grows 
• God is lifted up 

 
K – Know God is with you 
 
Joshua 1:9 “ Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. 
Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will 
be with you wherever you go." 
 
 



2. Listening to God 

John 10:27 “ My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they 
follow me.” 

How do you hear from God? 

• His Word 

Psalm 119:105 “ Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my 
path.” 

• Prayer 

I Kings 19:12 “ After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was 
not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.” 

• Circumstances 

Genesis 50:20 “ You intended to harm me, but God intended it for 
good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.” 

• Other People 

Proverbs 20:18 “ Make plans by seeking advice; if you wage war, 
obtain guidance.” 

 

3. Being Obedient 

Obey is to follow the commands or guidance of God. Why follow the 
Lord in our lives? 

• God is creator! He made all things. 
 

• God is supplier! He has all things. 
 

• God is provider! He gives all things. 
 

• God is owner! He owns all things. 
 
 

 

 


