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Walking Close to God 

 
In the 7th grade I played on the school football team: 
 

• 4’9” and 130 lbs. 
• One quarterback sack, I played center 
• Running sprints the coach would ask if we were tired? 
• No! Run more, Yes, run more to get into better shape 

 
Do you ever feel like it is impossible to please God? Wonder if you 
have too many flaws to be accepted and loved? 
 
Charles Stanley, “God will never put more on us than we can handle, 
people will, God won’t.” 
 
Philippians 1:9-11 “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound 
more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be 
able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the 
day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.” 
 
Verse 9 – Paul’s prayer for the Philippian people 
 

• He prays that their love would be in excess 
 

• Shakespeare wrote “Love is blind”, that’s not true 
 

• True love looks beyond failures and shortcomings 
 

• Paul’s prayer in Philippians is my prayer for you 
 
I pray that you don’t feel that loving Jesus is an impossible task, but 
quite achievable. 
 
Today, let’s look at how to Walk close to God. 
 
For you and I to walk closer to God, there are three things we must 
be: 
 
 
 



 

 

1. Discerning 
 
Philippians 1:9 “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound 
more and more in knowledge and depth of insight” 
 
Depth of insight -“discern” separate thoroughly – women separating 
clothes to wash 
 
Through spiritual growth you become more in tune to God this is your 
obligation as a believer. This is what develops your moral perception. 
 
This week the Supreme Court ruled that same sex marriages are 
lawful. My moral compass is direct opposition of this. One day I will 
stand before God not the Supreme Court to give an account of how I 
lived my life. 
 
Who gains from your discernment? 
 

• You  
 
Hebrews 5:14 “But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use 
have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.” 
 
Discernment helps us to understand: 
 
Right from wrong 
True or false 
Helpful or harmful 
Righteous or unrighteous 
 
An evangelist spoke at my home church one year, when we got home 
one night my dad said, “I can’t live up to that standard, I’m not 
perfect.” 
 
God knows we cannot be perfect, but we are to be maturing daily. 
Discernment is a tool the Lord gives us to be successful. 
 

• Those around you 
 
Children, family, and friends watch and learn and emulate what you 
do. 
 
First time I heard one of my boys say, “Good stinkin’ grief” I knew I 
must watch what I say. 



 

 

Unfortunately Hollywood far too often teaches us false lessons about 
life. 
 
February 28, 1991 – Marlon Brando took the stand in defense of his 
son Christian, charged and later convicted of killing his daughter’s 
boyfriend. She would later commit suicide. Brando upon taking the 
stand refused to take an oath to God to tell the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth. He stated, “I don’t believe in the conventional 
God, but I will swear upon my children and grandchildren.” 
 
Future generations will only learn to thoroughly separate the things of 
this world if we set the proper example. 
  

2. Transparent 
 
Philippians 1:10 “so that you may be able to discern what is best and 
may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ” 
 
“Pure and blameless” – does not mean to be perfect, but to be sincere 
 
Two meanings to this phrase in the Greek: 
 

• “Sun-tested” 
 
In the 1st Century, scam sculptors would cover rocks with wax and 
paint and sell them as works of art. If they did not sell quickly the sun 
would melt the wax and reveal the art to be phony. 
 
 
 
I Peter 1:7 “These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than 
gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved 
genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed.” 
 

• “Shaken to and fro” 
 
This is the picture of gold miners taking a sain and shaking it until only 
the gold nuggets remain. 
 
Being “pure and blameless” allows people to see Jesus in our lives, no 
matter the circumstances. 
 
 



 

 

3. Righteous 
 
This does not mean to be self-righteous! 
 
Philippians 1:11 “, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.” 
 
Being righteous is simply striving to live without stumbling or causing 
others to stumble, it’s not about perfection. 
 
I Corinthians 10:32 “Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, 
Greeks or the church of God” 
 
When I was a boy we had thick woods behind our house. I would play 
in the woods a lot. There were paths to walk on, though they were 
rough. The ground was uneven, roots would cross the pathway and in 
some places briars would stick out as well as other things. If you got 
off the path you might encounter snakes, poison ivy and a host of 
other things to keep you from moving forward. Life is like this. 
 
Staying on the path, walking with God is not intended to be 
impossible. It is challenging but you can be successful when you are 
discerning, transparent and righteous. 
 
I read about a man who found himself miserable in ministry. He 
questioned his ability to serve others, nothing seemed to go right for 
him. He was ready to quit ministry and walk away from God. He 
moved to Fullerton, California and with help from others began to 
realize that God was not seeking him to be perfect, but to walk with 
Him through life. Depending on the Lord to guide him. It was not 
about perfection that was impossible to attain, but relying on the 
loving God who had saved him. The man? 
 
Chuck Swindoll  
 


