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Your Order is Ready 

 
Think of all the things Jesus could have told his disciples before he 
ascended to Heaven. He could have told them to stay faithful, pray 
more, or even strive to love one another. However, Jesus offered a 
powerful command that is found in Matthew 28. 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 “Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age." 
 
 
The church is here to do something! What is that? To “make disciples.”  
 
What is a disciple? A disciple is not the same as a convert, although 
conversion is certainly implied in the word. A disciple does at least two 
things: 
 

o Learns – learns from his teacher 
o Follows – lives out his teacher’s directives 

 
Jesus’ statement to “go and make disciples” is not an indicative, but an 
imperative. It is not a suggestion. It is a directive. You might call it an 
authoritative command. Thus it is called the Great Commission, not 
the Great Suggestion! 
 
We would have to agree that Jesus says, “I want the making of 
disciples to be what drives My church.” Unfortunately, that is not 
always the truth is it? 
 
 All churches are driven by something: 
 

• Tradition - That church’s purpose is to maintain the status quo. 
 

• Finances - That church’s purpose is to maintain the bottom line. 
 

• Programs - That church’s purpose is to maintain the 
organization. 



 
• Buildings - That church’s purpose is to maintain the facilities. 

 
• Events - That church’s purpose is to maintain the calendar. 

 
None of these things are bad, but they should not be what drives the 
church. 
 
Jesus says that I want the making of disciples to be the purpose that 
drives My church! 
 
Since the church is not brick and mortar, then we know it’s actually 
people, so that would lead us to question what drives individuals? 
 
All People are driven by something: 
 

• Guilt – running from regrets or hiding from shame 
 

• Resentment – holding onto hurts, never getting over a painful 
circumstance 

 
• Fear – traumatic experience, unrealistic expectations, growing 

up in a demanding high control family 
 

• Materialism – acquiring more and more  
 
We must overcome the things that drive us as individuals and as the 
church, focusing on the main thing the Lord wants us to do. 
 
Make Disciples 
 
Why? Purely out of love. 
 

1. Love for Him 
 
Elizabeth Cole – a nurse from Montana, born in 1811, went to Africa as 
a missionary. After several years of serving in a hospital in Manzini, 
Africa, the British opened a new leprosy colony in the southern African 
country of Swaziland. Elizabeth requested permission to go live and 
serve at the leprosy colony.  
 
 And there she ministered to the sick and the dying by bandaging 
their bodies, and ministering to their spirits by sharing Christ with 
them. A visitor from America visited the colony and while witnessing 



Elizabeth cleanse a leper’s wound said, “I wouldn’t do that for a million 
dollars!” Elizabeth Cole overheard the comment and responded, “I 
wouldn’t either, not for a million dollars, but I would do it for Christ!” 
 
II Corinthians 5:14 “For Christ's love compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 
 

2. Love for Them 
 
People need the Lord, when you love them you will do almost anything 
to point them to Christ. 
 
One day Jesus was teaching in Capernaum in a house where many had 
gathered. Four guys had brought their friend who was a paralytic to 
see Jesus, knowing if they could get him to the Savior that he would 
be healed. The crowd was so large they decided to go up on the roof, 
make a hole through the ceiling and lower him down in front of Christ. 
 
Luke 5:20 “When Jesus saw their faith, he said, "Friend, your sins are 
forgiven." 
 
The greatest tragedy is not death, but life without purpose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


