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Change Ahead 

Part 1 of 6 
 
Twenty five years ago Sonya and I went to the beach. We were 
walking in the sand one day when we heard the voices of children 
yelling. Realizing they were drifting far out in the water we went in and 
pulled them back to the shore. They were scared and said, “We 
weren’t paying attention and then we noticed we had drifted farther 
than we should have.” 
 
That is the response of many people who proclaim to be followers of 
Christ. Not sure how it happened or how long it had taken but they 
find themselves drifted far away from God. Maybe not even so far, but 
still away from him. 
 
The further you are away from God the more frayed your life becomes. 
The closer you get to God the more your life is changed. 
 
Romans 12:2 “ Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 
 
The way you think determines the way you feel, the way you feel 
determines the things you do. 
 
Over the next six weeks I want to take this principle and cover six key 
areas of life. 
 
Today: Spiritual – getting closer to God 
 
How do you get closer to God? 
 
 

1. Throw your hands up 
 
Some times we must get to the point where we are fed up. We don’t 
like the way things are going and the decisions we have made.  
 
Larry Walter 
Luke 15:13,14 “ Not long after that, the younger son got together all 
he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth 
in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe 



 

 

famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.” 
 
Jeremiah 29:13 “ You will seek me and find me when you seek me 
with all your heart.” 
 
 

2. Raise your hand 
 
Admit your sin to God. 
 
Charlie Robbins in Junior High study hall 
 

Luke 15:17, 18 “ When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of 
my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to 
death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and against you.” 

 
Wherever you are today, you are not so far away from God that He will 
not hear you and care for you. 

 
Isaiah 59:2 “ But your iniquities have separated you from your God; 
your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.” 

 
• If there is distance between you and God, who drifted 

away? 
• You are as close to God as you choose to be. 

 
Is it time to simply raise your hand, and say God it’s me! 

 
 

3. Turn your palms up 
 
It’s calling out, “Here I am Lord” and it starts with a change in 
your mind, it’s all about attitude. 
 
Watch this: 
 
Luke 15:12 “ The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give 
me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between 
them.” 
Luke 15:19 “ I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
make me like one of your hired men.' 
 
 



 

 

Notice the Father’s response: 
 

Luke 15:22, 23, 24 “ But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! 
Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a 
feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; 
he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate.” 
 

When real change takes place we go from being self-centered to 
God centered. 
 
Remember this: 
 

• Change is not immediate – the Son was gone a long time 
• Change travels it’s course but has a starting place- “make 

me like” 
 
Throw my hands up, raise my hand, turn my palms up 
 
 

4. Pump your hands up 
 
Verse 24 “So they began to celebrate” 
 
Praising God – How? Singing! 
 
Psalm 68:4 “ Sing to God, sing praise to his name, extol him 
who rides on the clouds-- his name is the LORD-- and rejoice 
before him.” 
 
For real change to take place you need to sing. Singing makes 
you feel better. 

 
 

Today I want you to consider: 
 

• I’m fed up with the way things are going 
• I confess my sin to you Father 
• I am offering myself to you 
• I will praise you with all of my heart 


