
Horizon Pointe Church 
December 6, 2015 

 
Christmas Carols Part 1 

“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
 
Everywhere I go I hear Christmas Carols. At Hobby Lobby, Walgreens, 
restaurants, etc, I hear the sounds of Christmas. The songs are 
intended to focus on the celebration of the birth of Christ. However, in 
many of these tunes you can find rich spiritual meaning. 
 
Certainly I am not speaking about the old classics like “Grandma got 
run over by a reindeer” or Alvin and the Chipmonks, “Christmas don’t 
be late”. Over the next few weeks I want to look at Christmas Carols 
and the powerful messages they can bring. 
 
Today we sang an important song.  
 
In 1739, Charles Wesley wrote the Christmas Carol “Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing”. Wesley was a Methodist minister in the 1700’s. he and 
his brother John were instrumental in starting the Methodist church. 
Charles Wesley wrote scores of songs many of them Christmas Carols. 
 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled 
 
Christmas is the beginning of our opportunity for reconciliation with 
God. It is the time when God came to this earth in the form of man. 
 
Reconciled is defined as “bringing into a changed relationship, a 
change from enmity to friendship”. 
 
Colossians 1:19-22 “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell 
in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his 
blood, shed on the cross. 21 Once you were alienated from God and 
were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now 
he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to 
present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from 
accusation.“ 
 
Let’s look closely at some specific words in these verses: 



1. Dwell 
 
Colossians 1:19 “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in 
him.” 
 
Dwell speaks of a personal relationship, it moves beyond a universal 
invitation. It is specific in that Christ came to this earth for you. Upon 
receiving Christ the door of many things will be opened. 
 
It speaks to: 
 

• Saving power – your salvation 
 

• Awakening love – to experience true love you must know the 
love giver 

 
• Enabling worship – real worship “expressing your love to God” 

only can happen between God and the believer 
 

2. Reconcile 
 
Colossians 1:20a “and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven,” 
 
The word reconcile is also a definition of redeemed: 
 

• Bringing together two parties – God and man through Christ 
 

• Promissory note – paying the debt 
 
He paid a debt He did not owe, I owed a debt I could not pay,  
I needed someone to wash my sins away.  
And now I sing a brand new song: Amazing Grace (all day long)  
Christ Jesus Paid the debt that I could never pay.  

 

 
• Adoption  

 
3. Blood 

 
Colossians 1:20b “by making peace through his blood, shed on the 
cross.” 
 
Sacrificial content of salvation 



Matthew 26:28 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 
The Blood of Jesus brings: 
 

• Access to God 
• Forgiveness of sin 
• Rescue from a fallen life 

 
4. Alienated 

 
Colossians 1:21 “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies 
in your minds because of your evil behavior.” 
 
We begin our journey of life away from God once we accept Christ we 
turn around and begin a new life walking toward him. 
  

5. Without blemish 
 
Colossians 1:22 “But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical 
body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish 
and free from accusation.“ 
 
He removed everything that makes you incompatible with him. 
 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled 
 
 
 


