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Daring Faith Part 3 
Daring to Believe 

 
Last week I talked about the time Jesus fed thousands of people with 
five loaves and two fish. The day after this miracle, Jesus and the 
disciples had gone across the lake to the other side. Several people 
had heard of the feeding miracle and came to the place where it had 
happened. When Jesus could not be found they traveled over the lake 
to be close to him. When the masses had once again found him they 
asked, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 
 
Interesting question. What must we do to be in the favor of God? 
 
John 6:29 “Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the 
one he has sent."  
 
With this verse as the back drop, I want to answer two important 
questions: 
 
What are the benefits of believing in Jesus? 
What does it mean to believe in Jesus? 
 
 
Four benefits of believing in Jesus: 
 
 
 

• Everything I have ever done wrong is forgiven 
 
Heaven and forgiveness 
 
Many people carry around with them secret guilt, regrets, and shame. 
 
Fellow seminary student – committed suicide 
 
Acts 10:43 “All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 
 
It doesn’t matter who you are. It doesn’t matter what you’ve done, 
you can be saved.  You can be forgiven.  Everything is forgiven when 
you trust in Jesus Christ. 



• I learn God’s purpose for my life 
 
If you don’t know your purpose, you end up drifting through life. Life 
controls you rather than you controlling life. Here is the key, the only 
way to know your purpose is to talk to God 
 
You will never know what your purpose is until you have a relationship 
with Christ. 
 
Colossians 1:16 “For by him all things were created: things in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers 
or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.” 
 

• I get God’s strength for daily living 
 
Rick Warren pointed out: Often our greatest struggle is not: 
 

• Worry 
• Fear 
• Guilt 
• Boredom 
• Bitterness   

The number one problem is weariness.  
 
Isaiah 40:29 “He gives strength to the weary and increases the power 
of the weak.” 
 
We do not have an endless power source on our own, but God does. 
 
Toaster 
 

• I am guaranteed eternal life 
 
John 11:25, 26 “Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. 
He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever 
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 
 
Resurrection proves three things: 
 

• First it proved that Jesus is exactly who he claimed to be.   
• Jesus keeps his promises 
• It proves there is Life after death.   

 
 



What does it mean to believe in Jesus? 
 
Five expressions of believing: TRUST 
 
Turn everything over to Jesus 
 
Romans 10:9 “That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved.” 
 
Relax in His love 
 
Romans 8:38, 39 “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 
 
Use my life to serve God by serving others 
 
Romans 6:13 “Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as 
instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as 
those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of 
your body to him as instruments of righteousness.” 
 
Suffer for doing what is right 
 
Philippians 1:29 “For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not 
only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him.” 
 
Trust what He says 
 
Psalm 33:4 “For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful 
in all he does.” 


