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Daring Faith Part 5 

Daring to Give God my Best 
 
How would your life change if you used more of your time, money and 
energy on what’s going to last forever? 
 
II Peter 3:11, 12 “Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what 
kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 
as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day 
will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the 
elements will melt in the heat.” 
 
How do I give my best to God? 
 
II Timothy 2:3-7 “Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs--he 
wants to please his commanding officer. Similarly, if anyone competes 
as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he 
competes according to the rules. The hardworking farmer should be 
the first to receive a share of the crops. Reflect on what I am saying, 
for the Lord will give you insight into all this.”  
 
3 Metaphors used in these verses: 
 

• Soldier 
• Athlete 
• Farmer 

 
Let’s look at what they teach us about living by faith. 
 

1. Lessons from the Military 
 

• Define what I would die for 
 
John 15:3 “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life 
for his friends.” 
 

• Sacrifice my comfort 
 
Ephesians 5:2 “And live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” 



 
• Eliminate distractions 

 
II Timothy 2:3, 4 “Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs--he 
wants to please his commanding officer.” 
 

2. Lessons from Sports 
 

• Intend to win 
 
I Corinthians 9:24 “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, 
but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.” 
 

• Discipline myself 
 
II Timothy 2:5 “Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does 
not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the 
rules.” 
 

• Stay focused on the prize 
 
Hebrews 12:2 “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning 
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
 

3. Lessons from Farming 
 

II Corinthians 9:6 “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously.” 
 
Plant generously in faith – You can do this through Daring Faith  
 

• Your life on earth is like planting a garden 
• In Heaven, you are to reap the seed you sowed on earth 
• In Heaven, you are going to enjoy the fruit of what you planted 
• 5 times Jesus said “Store up treasures in Heaven” 

 
Jesus gave many promises to us, but here are two I want you to 
remember: 
 



Luke 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. 
For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." 
 
Mark 10:29-31 “I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has 
left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields 
for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in 
this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and 
fields--and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal 
life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first." 
 
 


