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Gotta Be Strong 

Part 3 of 4 
 
 
Church is not an event to attend, but a family to belong too. 
 
A community of believers strengthening one another, walking together 
in the face of all things and growing more like Christ. 
 
In the early 70’s my family and I attended a church in Carlisle. It 
became our family: 
 

• Met Sonya 
• Saved 
• Baptized 
• Ordained 
• Met Mikki and Don Clarkson 

 
Today, I want to focus on Being Strong in Community. 
 
You need support from others who are strong. 
 
Why is being a part of Community so important? 
 

• You were created for community 
• Community balances your life 
• Community increases you strength 

 
The only Community that will last forever is the Church! 
 
Ephesians 1:23 “which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way.” 
 
Romans 12:5 “so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others.” 
 
God wants you to grasp the significance of Community. The Bible gives 
3 metaphors for Community. 
 
 
 



It’s like being: 
 

• A brick in God’s temple 
• A body part in Christ’s body 
• A branch of a fruit tree 

 
What happens when you commit to Community? 
 
1. Connected to God’s Eternal Temple 

 
God is building a spiritual temple, not made by bricks but by people. 
 
Ephesians 2:22 “And in him you too are being built together to become 
a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.” 
 
“Together” – You cannot do community on your own 
 
Last summer I built a wood fence around my patio. There are some 
parallel lessons from my construction and God building His spiritual 
temple. 
 

• Can’t do it with just one part 
• All parts have to fit together 
• A piece is useless until it fits together 
• A piece can be visible, but not be a part 

 
I Timothy 3:15 “if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to 
conduct themselves in God's household, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.”  
 
From Community I get Support and Stability 
 
Don’t go through life disconnected! 
 
2. Connected to Christ’s Body 

 
Jig saw puzzle in North Myrtle Beach 
 
Romans 12:4, 5 “Just as each of us has one body with many 
members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in 
Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to 
all the others.” 
 
 



• Many Parts 
• Everyone is needed 
• We each have work to do 
• We belong to each other 
• We need each other 

 
Rick Warren often speaks about the difference in Prominence and 
Significance 
 
I am prominent because I am out in front speaking to you. However, 
turn around and see the people working on the sound, computer and 
video. They are significant. Same applies to Kids Pointe. 
 
Colossians 2:19 “He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the 
whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, 
grows as God causes it to grow.”  
 
With community I get life and growth 
 
3. Connected to the Power of Jesus 

 
John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in 
me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing.” 
 
Look at the word “nothing” we are connected to bear fruit, when we 
are disconnected we can do nothing 
 
If your stove is unplugged it wont get warm it becomes a big piece of 
metal sitting in your kitchen serving no purpose. Plug it in and you can 
cook a great meal. 
 
When you are disconnected you lose your: 
 

• Warmth 
• Power 
• Direction 
• Ability to move forward 

 
What kind of fruit is produced when I am connected to Community? 
 
Galatians 5:22, 23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law.” 


