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The Greatest Love Story of all Time 

 
 
 
Where did Valentine’s Day start? 
 

• 250 years after the birth of Christ there was a priest named 
Valentine 

 
• He lived in Rome during the reign of Claudias 
• Claudias wanted to re-build the Roman army but thought men 

should volunteer rather than being drafted 
• However, young married men would not leave their families and 

so it seemed only single men volunteered 
• Claudias then suspended all marriages 
• St. Valentine continued to marry couples in private 
• One night he got caught and was arrested and sentenced to 

death 
• Many of the young couples he had married would come to his 

cell and throw flowers and notes to him 
• One of the prison guards daughters started visiting him in jail 

where they would talk for hours 
• On the day he died he left her a note “Love from your Valentine” 
• February 14, 269 ad 
• Every year on this date we remember those we love 

 
However, the best example of love comes to us from our Heavenly 
Father, who is the creator of love. 
 
I John 4:7-10 “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes 
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.  
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.  This 
is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son 
into the world that we might live through him.  This is love: not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins.”  
 
 
Let’s see some things about God’s Love. 
 
 



1. Explanation  
 
I John 4:7 ““Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.”   
 
“Love” in this verse comes from the Greek word “agape” which means 
unconditional love. 
 
David Duval was once the number 1 player in the world on the PGA 
Tour. When he was nine his older brother was diagnosed with aplastic 
anemia, this is a condition where your body stop producing enough 
new blood cells and leaves you feeling completely fatigued. David was 
asked if he would donate some of his bone marrow for his brother and 
he said yes. After the surgery was complete to take David’s bone 
marrow, he asked when he was going to die. 
 

• Source – Love is from God, it is not a sentimental love but super 
natural. Why? Because of the sacrifice God made for those He 
loves. Jesus! 

 
• Significance – Loving the family of God 

 
o Evidence of our salvation 

 
I John 5:1 “Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child 
as well.” 
 

o Fruit of the spirit 
 
Galatians 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness.” 

 
2. Evidence 

 
Love Story was considered one of the greatest movies of all time. It 
came out in 1970 where Ryan O’Neil and Ali Macgraw where they fall 
in love and in spite of horrible odds they marry. She later gets sick and 
passes away. A real tear jerker. 
 
The greatest love story ever came from God loving you! 
 



I John 4:8, 9 “Whoever does not love does not know God, because 
God is love.  This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his 
one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.”   
 
Real evidence of God’s love in our lives comes from our love: 
 

• In God’s People 
 
I John 4:20 “Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister 
is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom 
they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.” 
  
Cheryll Bennett 
 

• In God’s Provision 
 
Verse 9 “: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might 
live through him.”   
 
The greatest gift of love came on the cross. 
 
 

3. Extent 
 
I John 4:10 “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us 
and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  
 
 

• Undeserved 
 
Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 

• Ultimate 
 
John 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends.” 
 
I John 4:11 “Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another.” 


